PAGE  
5
“NT Lessons from OT Questions ”      Text – Romans 3:1-8       OT Reading – Jeremiah 31

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
I wonder if one of you boys and girls can tell us what we have called this section of Romans?  It starts with EX.  That’s right, it is an excursus.   Paul introduced the cure for sin in the first half of chapter 1, which is the gospel of Jesus Christ.  And he then lays that aside for a moment to explain who it is that needs the cure and why they need it.  And he does that in the excursus of 1:18-3:20.
Well, we are getting close now to the end of Paul’s excursus.  
He will pick up the cure again in Romans 3:21.  But we are not quite there yet!  
And so, in these verses, the Apostle continues his diagnosis of man’s sinful condition. And he does so by answering Jewish objections.
1. In chapter 1, he showed the guilt of the Gentiles.  They all deserve God’s eternal wrath.  And in chapter 2, he has proven the same thing in relation to the Jews – they are guilty sinners who deserve Gods eternal wrath.  
a. And from v17, he has demonstrated that being a Jew who is in this special relationship with God does not automatically make you exempt from God’s judgment.  For even though they had access to God’s written law, still they broke His commandments.  
i. And so they in fact were even more deserving of God’s eternal wrath.
2. Well, you can imagine that this would leave your average Jew with objections to what Paul is saying.  Figuratively speaking, there would be some standing there with hands on hips, saying, ‘Hold on a sec.  What about…?”   And their specific objections are three in number.  They come in the form of questions.  So Paul asks the questions that his Jewish objectors would have in their minds, and he then answers them.  The first is in v1, the second in v3, and the last in v5.  
a. But while Paul is very much speaking to his Jewish readers here, let us remember that by God’s plan of salvation, the NT church of Jesus Christ is the new Israel.  And more will be said about this later in Romans.  But as we read the OT prophets who speak about the blessings that shall come to Israel when Messiah has come, it is clear, because of what we see in the NT, that the Israel they speak of is the NT church.   
i. And so, this means that there are connections between the Jew of the OT and the Church attender of NT times.  
A. For while not every child born Jewish was chosen unto salvation, they were one of God’s chosen people in the general sense – they enjoyed the privileges of being born a Jew; exposure to God’s written word, going to synagogue and temple services, being surrounded by the example of other Jews, being taught the things of God from an early age, etc.  
B. And it is the same now in the NT.  Even though not every child born to believing parents is chosen unto salvation, they are one of God’s chosen people in a general sense – they enjoy the privileges of being born into a Christian household; exposure to God’s written word, going to church services, being surrounded by the example of other Christians, being taught the things of God from an early age, etc.  
1) We call this a covenant relationship.  It is why we baptize infants.  
a) And it brings with it the obligation to take hold of the Lord Jesus Christ by faith.  
ii. So, there are lessons for us as NT believers in what Paul says here to his Jewish objectors.

Well, the first question is: What advantage is there in being a Jew?  And you see his answer: “Much in every way!  First of all, they have been entrusted with the very words of God.”  
1. In Ephesians 2, Paul reminds his Gentile readers about how it was for Gentiles before the time of Christ.  He says to them, “Remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world.”  
a. You see, before Christ, the Gentile had only creation – God’s general revelation.  And from creation, he could learn that there was an eternal, powerful, Creator God.  And he could also see that there was a problem in creation – there was decay and hurt and pain and death.  
b. But that is all.  He could not know how or when God created the earth, he could not know why God created the earth, He could not know God in the fullness of how He has revealed Himself in His word, he could not know the origin and design of marriage, he could not know how sin came into the world, he could not know God’s promises to remedy the problem of sin, he could not know the scope of sin, how widespread it was in creation, he could not know how God had been busy within human history, but most importantly of all, he could not know Jesus Christ as the Saviour or more importantly as his Saviour.  
i. And so, the Jew most definitely had an advantage, because he had contact with the written revelation of God in the OT.
2. Now, today, this distinction is seen not between Jew and Gentile, but between those born inside the church and those born outside the church, broadly speaking.  And key to this is contact with the Bible – the OT and the NT – the living Word of God.
a. Just listen to these four truths about the Bible that James Montgomery Boice makes in his commentary:
1. Unsaved men and women [which ordinarily includes babies born to believing parents] are born again by the work of the Holy Spirit operating through the Bible (1 Peter 1:23; John 3:6).

2. Christians are convicted of sin and enabled to turn from it by the power of the Holy Spirit speaking through the Bible (2 Tim. 3:16).

3. Christians are sanctified, or made holy, through the Bible (John 17:17).

4. Christians learn the will of God through the Bible, and it is through the Bible that they are given wisdom to apply the details of the Scripture to their daily lives.
b. And this is because the Bible is God’s revelation of Himself, of sin, of salvation in Jesus Christ, and of His will for mankind.  In this book, and in this book alone, one meets the living God and His Son, Jesus Christ, by the power of the Holy Spirit.
i. Boys and girls, young people, and brothers and sisters, if you were born into a believing household, you were given the most precious gift that there is – daily contact with the Living Christ in His Word, from your earliest days.  
ii. You didn’t have to stumble around in darkness and ignorance until one day finally someone opened the Bible with you.  No, your earliest memories are of it just being there.  
iii. But, and this is a very important but, it is a precious gift only if you take hold of it and believe in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  Because if you do not, it will be added to your judgment when you stand before Jesus at the end of time.  Your guilt will be worse because you had the Bible.
c. I have shared the following story with you before, but it is a good reminder about the preciousness of the Bible.  There was a man from Kansas City who was severely injured in an explosion.  His face was badly disfigured, and he lost his eyesight as well as both hands.  He was just a new Christian, and one of his greatest disappointments was that he could no longer read the Bible.  But he heard about a lady in England who read Braille with her lips.  Hoping to do the same, he sent for some books of the Bible in Braille.  Much to his dismay, however, he discovered that the nerve endings in his lips had been destroyed by the explosion.  One day, as he brought one of the Braille pages to his lips, his tongue happened to touch a few of the raised characters and he could feel them.  Like a flash he thought, I can read the Bible using my tongue.  And at the time that the person who knew him wrote about this, he had “read” through the entire Bible four times.  
i. Now, I don’t share this story to send us all on an emotional guilt trip.  We are not required to read the Bible once a year or twice a year to keep God happy.  But we can only learn about salvation in Jesus in the Bible.  
A. And if we have been saved, we know this only because of the Bible, and we learn about living the Christian life only in the Bible, and our relationship with Jesus grows deeper only by the Bible.  
B. So we have every reason to read it, don’t we!  
1) You don’t have to follow a set pattern, you don’t have to do so many minutes, you don’t have to stick to this or that plan, even though there are many useful patterns and plans around.  
2) You just have to pray and read.  Ask the Lord to reveal Himself in His Word, and then read, because He will!  He doesn’t sit in heaven and hear that prayer and then wonder, hmmm…will I, won’t I?  He loves to answer that prayer.  Pray and read.
There is then a very real advantage in being born into a Christian household.
Well, then we come to question 2 which is found in v3.  And it amounts to this:?  
Does the unbelief of some Jews mean God is not faithful to His promises

1. And if you know the OT at all, you know that this is a fair question.  Beginning with Abraham and his family, God said, “I will be your God and you will be my people.”  So let me ask you: If you think about the OT and the stories about the people of Israel from Genesis through to Malachi, and even in the times described by the four Gospels, because they were really OT times also, would you describe the Jews as mostly walking in belief or unbelief?  It’s unbelief isn’t it.  There is chapter after chapter dealing with Israel’s complaining and lack of faith and rebellion and idolatry and immorality, until, eventually, they even crucify the Messiah.  So, does that mean that God is not faithful to His promises?  
a. Well, there is a two part answer to that question.  First of all, in Deut. 27-28, where God spelled out the nature of His relationship with His people, what did He say?  If you live obediently, I will bless you.  But if you disobey, I will curse you.  
i. And so, the OT is a record of God’s faithfulness to those promises and those warnings.  When the people obeyed, He blessed them.  When they disobeyed, He cursed them.  The responsibility to obey lay with them.  
A. And with each one of us, today, the same is true in the sense that we must make a choice for Jesus.  
1) We must choose to believe and choose to obey and choose to worship and choose to submit.  
2) We cannot blame God for not electing us or making us believe or for hardening our heart. 
3)  Each of us must say, like Joshua did in Joshua 24, “As for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”  
b. But secondly, these words also say something about God’s plan of salvation.  Earlier we reads from Jeremiah 31.  And this is a very important text in the Bible.  “"The time is coming," declares the LORD, "when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.  It will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them," declares the LORD.  "This is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that time," declares the LORD. "I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my people.  No longer will a man teach his neighbour, or a man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest," declares the LORD. "For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more."”
i. And just note those words in v32, “I was a husband to them” but “they broke my covenant.”  
A. The Old covenant, which was built around Israel’s relationship with God through the Law, was not designed to be permanent.  
1) It served its purpose at that time. 
2) It accomplished God’s saving purposes with the Jews.  
3) It was sufficient to point them to Messiah.  
B. But something better would be needed as salvation history moved to the time of Jesus and Gentile missions and the NT church – the new covenant.  
ii. And the better, if we boil it right down, amounts to the indwelling and permanent presence of the Holy Spirit.  
A. Those who live on this side of Acts 2 and the Day of Pentecost, are new covenant believers and those who lived before Acts 2 were old covenant believers.  
B. And we don’t have time to cross all of the t’s and to dot all of the i’s, but in the old covenant you related to God according to the Law, and in the new covenant you relate to God according to the Spirit.  That’s what Galatians 5 explores.  
1) And that doesn’t mean that the Law is redundant or unnecessary.  Absolutely not!  
a) It reveals sin for everyone.  
b) It regulates life for everyone.  
c) But for the believer, its primary use is as a rule of (what?) gratitude.  
i) Lord God, you have saved me by the work of Jesus.  I want to show you how much I love you and how thankful I am for my salvation.  
ii) And the Lord, by the inner working of His Holy Spirit, points you to His law, not so that you can please Him by, because He is already pleased with you in Jesus!, but so that you know how to love and thank Him.  
And so again, we have every reason to read His Word, don’t we!

And we se that the unbelief of the Jews or of anyone does not mean that God is unfaithful to His promises. 

Well, finally then, the last question comes from vv5-8.  And there are two forms of the same question; one in v5 and one in v7.  And they are: If our sin brings out God’s righteousness more clearly, then shouldn’t we sin more?  Or, if our lies make God’s truth shine brighter, shouldn’t we lie more?
1. And, as James Boice says, this isn’t really a question but “a quibble.  It is a playing around.  It is toying with theological matters and, as a result, deserves the scorn Paul gives it.”  
a. It is the theological equivalent of me thinking that because we all love a hero who saves a child from drowning, it would be a good thing for me to throw more children into rivers!  It’s that silly!

i. And that is why Paul doesn’t really answer this quibble.  In effect he says, This is so silly that anyone who thinks like this will get what he deserves.  
A. Paul is now feeling just like an older sister who is an argument with one of her younger siblings, and she has answered everyone of her younger sibling’s arguments, but the younger sibling, who knows he or she is beaten, will not admit it but instead comes out with what is very obviously a foolish argument.  And the older sister says, “Do you really expect me to answer that?  That is so dumb.  You’re just being stubborn.”  
B. Well, much more politely, that is the sum of Paul’s response.  You see, if there is a world, there must be a God who made it, to whom all who live and act are responsible.  Therefore the judgment of God is certain.  So anyone who tries to argue against that in this way is being silly and is clearly a million miles away from faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  So Paul just moves straight on to verses 9 and following.
2. But we must end by noting that this is not just foolishness, but wickedness.  And we need to be careful here ourselves.  
a. You see, we believe, rightly, that God is sovereign over everything.  And everything includes sin.  And there is a danger that we might then blame God for our sin – I couldn’t help it, it was pre-ordained, or make God the author of sin.  But that is not the case.  Scripture is clear.  God is sovereign, but God is not the author of sin.  And while these two things seem to oppose each other, we must let God be God, and say, with Scripture, that God permits sin or wills sin and leave it at that.  
i. But in relation to your sin and mine, the truth is this: 
A. My sin does not bring out God’s righteousness more clearly, my sin opposes God’s righteousness.  
B. My lie does not make God’s truth shine brighter; my lie opposes God’s truth.   
C. Yes, God glorifies His righteousness even through my sin.  But my sin does not glorify God.  God glorifies Himself.  God always glorifies Himself.  God uses even man’s sin to His own glory.
b. So when anyone says to you that if God is sovereign, it’s not my fault if I sin, you must join the Apostle and say, Your condemnation is just unless you repent of your sin and believe in Jesus.

So let me end then by quoting Rev. Herman Hoeksema who sums up these verses in this way: 
Every excuse is gone.  God glorifies Himself.  He does so whether one believes or not.  Evil is not to be put to our credit.   There is no excuse left.  There is not one who can appear before God.  Our salvation is that God brought light out of darkness, not we; that God brought righteousness out of unrighteousness, not we; that God brought death out of life, not we.  God is true.  He is true as he became manifest in Christ.  Him, God sent to death.  Him, He raised from the dead.  In Him, He revealed a righteousness with which we can appear before God, a righteousness that is through faith in Christ Jesus.  Believe in Christ.  Believe in Him.  That is, throw away all that is of self, something we must do every day.  It is not easy to believe in Christ.  Every day we must throw away all that is of self.  [For] When everything that is of self has been cast away, we will cast ourselves on Christ.  [And] Casting ourselves on Christ, we will be clothed with His righteousness, and we will say, “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Amen.

